
Rubric: Cambridge Primary Checkpoint English as a Second Language Listening, 

October 2017.   

  

 There are four parts to the test. You will hear each part twice.  For each 

part of the test, there will be time for you to look through the questions 

and time for you to check your answers.  Write your answers on the 

question paper. 

  

 The recording will now be stopped. Please ask any questions now, 

because you must not speak during the test. 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now open your question paper and look at Part 1. 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: There are five questions in this part.  For each question, there are three 

pictures and a short recording.  Choose the correct picture and circle the 

letter A, B or C below it. 

  

 Before we start, here is an example. 

  

 Where is the girl’s hat? 

  

F1: 

 

F2: 

 

F1: 

 

 

F2: 

Where’s your new hat, Sally?  I hope you haven’t left it on the school bus. 

 

Don’t worry, Mum.  I put it in my school bag because I was too hot. 

 

Are you sure?  I can’t see it there.  You probably dropped it in the road 

somewhere. 

 

Oh, here it is – hanging in the hall. [sheepishly]  I forgot to take it this morning. 

  

 PAUSE 00’05” 

  

 The answer is A. 

  

 Look at the three pictures for question 1 now. 

  

 PAUSE 00’05” 

  

Rubric: Now we are ready to start. Listen carefully.  You will hear each recording 

twice. 

 



Rubric:  1 – How much did Jack’s skateboard cost? 

 

2 UK twelve-year-olds 

 

F: That’s a cool skateboard, Jack. Did your parents buy it for you? 

  

M: It was my birthday last week and they knew I wanted a skateboard, so they gave me 

£50 to get one I liked. 

  

F: Great! Was it expensive? Mine only cost £23. 

  

M: Well, this one was £39 – I liked it better than the more expensive ones. 

  

  

 

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 

Rubric:  2 – Who is the new student in their class? 

 

Two ten-year-old school friends (US) 

 

M: A new student’s just joined our class, Lucy. Have you seen her yet? 

  

F: I think so. Is she quite tall, with short black hair and glasses? 

  

M: She’s in a different class. The new girl in our class does wear glasses, but she’s got 

short blonde hair. She sits next to Kim, the girl with the long, blonde hair. 

  

F: Oh. I haven’t seen her, then. 

  

  

  

 

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 



  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 

Rubric:  3 – What sport is the girl's brother doing now? 

 

F/UK/10   M/UK/30s 

 

F: Dad, Where's Tom? He's not in his room. 

  

M: He's gone to the sports centre. I think he's playing basketball, or maybe tennis. 

  

F: Basketball's tomorrow - he plays every Thursday. I know he’s got to practise for that 

running competition, so I think he's doing that. 

  

M: Oh, you're right. His racquet's here, so he's not playing tennis. 

  

  

 

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 

Rubric:  4 – What time will David’s party begin? 

 

Two eleven-year-old friends (US) 

 

F: It’s your party this Friday, isn’t it David? 

  

M: That’s right - after school. 

  

F: So does it start at quarter to four, just after lessons finish? 

  

M: I think everyone will want to go home first, so it’s not starting until quarter past. Oh, 

and don’t forget to tell your parents to pick you up at quarter to six. My mum wants us 

to finish then. 

  

  

 

 PAUSE 00'05" 



  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 

Rubric:  5 – What did Milly’s mother buy her? 

 

Two eleven-year-old friends (UK) 

 

M: Did your mum get you those jeans for your birthday, Milly? 

  

F: Well, at first she didn’t want to! She wanted to buy me a dress – but in the end she got 

what I wanted! 

  

M: Great! 

  

F: Yeah. Now I need something to wear with them! I think I’ll buy a new t-shirt with the 

money my aunt gave me. 

  

  

 

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 

Rubric: That is the end of Part 1. 

  

 PAUSE 00'10" 

  

Rubric: Now turn to Part 2, questions 6 to 10.  You will hear a girl called Sophie 

asking her friend Josh about a school photography competition.  For each 

question, circle the correct answer A, B or C. 

  

 You now have twenty seconds to look at the questions for Part 2. 

  

 PAUSE 00'20" 

  



Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear the recording 

twice. 

  

2 US twelve-year-olds 

 

F Hi Josh. I missed class on Monday when the teacher talked about this year’s 

photography competition. What did she say? 

 

M Hi Sophie! Well, the last competition was about wild animals, but this one’s about 

things growing in the countryside. And she said it’s best to take the photos on a sunny 

day! 

 

F Have you taken yours yet? 

 

M Yeah, yesterday. Our garden’s really small so Dad and I went to the forest. But if you 

can’t go there, try the park. That’s just as good. 

 

F OK. And did the teacher say anything else – about taking good photos, I mean? 

 

M Yeah, she said having only one thing in a picture is best. Mine aren’t like that because I 

wanted to have lots of different colours! But I made sure it wasn’t too dark when I took 

them. 

 

F So when does the teacher want them? 

 

M Not until next Friday. But bring them to school on Wednesday. I’m free on Thursday 

morning and I’ll help you choose the best ones! 

 

F Thanks! Where will they show the photos? 

 

M It’s too late for this month’s school magazine, but there’ll be an exhibition in the art 

room. Then they’ll go onto the school website. 

 

F Cool!  

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 

Rubric: That is the end of Part 2. 



  

 PAUSE 00'10" 

  

Rubric: Now turn to Part 3, questions 11 to 15.  You will hear a radio interview with 

Charlie Hayes, a freestyle footballer who entertains people by doing tricks 

with a ball.  For each question, circle the correct answer A, B or C. 

  

 You now have 45 seconds to look at the questions for Part 3. 

  

 PAUSE 00'45" 

  

Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear the recording 

twice. 

  

UK Female 25 years old          /            UK Male 25 years old 

 

F:  With me in the studio today is Charlie Hayes, a freestyle footballer. You may not know 

what that is exactly, but it’s someone who entertains people by doing tricks with a 

football. So Charlie, how did you first become interested in freestyle football? 

 

M:  Well, I was lucky enough to play football for a professional team, and I loved it, but I 

injured my knee very badly five years ago, and needed a new career. Then a friend, 

another ex-footballer, won a freestyle competition, and suggested I try it. We started 

practising together, and posting videos online. Then we were asked to do a TV 

advertisement. It all grew from there, really.  

 

F:  And what’s the best thing you’ve done since becoming a freestyle footballer? 

 

M:  Well, I’ve done quite a few incredible things. Two years ago, I made a documentary film 

with some other freestyle footballers. We travelled all the way to South America from 

New York, doing tricks for people in different cities on the way. That was brilliant. But the 

most incredible part for me was chatting to my hero, Messi, the famous Argentinian 

footballer. 

 

F:  Wow! You’ve certainly done some interesting things. And what about when you 

perform? Do you get nervous? 

 

M:  It’s hard to believe, but, only when it’s a small event, like a private party. I’ve played in 

football stadiums all my life, so I don’t get nervous in front of huge crowds. And TV isn’t 

a problem – you can’t actually see how many people are watching! 

 

F:  Now, I know you’ve got lots of fans, Charlie. Do you get much opportunity to meet 

them? 

 

M:  I love meeting fans. Nearly all of them want to know how I do the tricks – and if there’s 



some kind of secret. The answer, of course, is lots and lots of practice. And that’s the 

same, whichever sport you want to be successful at. 

 

F: I’m sure it’s not easy. Now, I hear you’re about to try something new. You’re going to 

start teaching football to children, aren’t you? 

 

M:  Yes, it’s really exciting. I know that just because you’re good at something like football, it 

doesn’t mean you’ll be a good teacher, but I’m going to try. Freestyle isn’t something 

you can go on doing into old age, so I need a plan for the future. Most children love 

kicking a ball around, so I think we’ll have fun, whatever happens! 

 

F:  Well, I hope it goes well for you. Thank you Charlie.   

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

 



Rubric: That is the end of Part 3. 

  

 PAUSE 00'10" 

  

Rubric: Now turn to Part 4, questions 16 to 20.  You will hear a radio 

announcement about a family music day. 
 For each question, fill in the missing information in the numbered space. 

  

 You now have 20 seconds to look at the questions for Part 4. 

  

 PAUSE 00'20" 

  

Rubric: Now we are ready to start.  Listen carefully.  You will hear the recording 

twice. 

  

US Female 

 

F: Now, some information about the annual family music days happening in the 

city. This year, there are more than ever, so don’t forget to book ahead, as they 

often sell out quickly. And the first one of these days is taking place on the 8th 

of May. 

 

So, where is it happening? Well, as you know, they’re usually in City Hall, 

which is in Museum Street. But this year, because the audiences have become 

so big, they’re moving to Festival Hall!   

 

Now, on the 8th, you can see a classical music concert by the local youth 

orchestra, which promises to be very popular. It features the work of a talented 

composer, called Tom Allridge – that’s A – double L – R – I – D – G – E. It’s the 

first time any of his work has been performed in the city, and I’m sure it’ll be 

very exciting. 

 

During the concert, you’ll be invited to join in, so if you’re a musician please 

bring along any instrument you have! And the family concerts always include 

some singing, performed this year by the city choir. And there’ll also be some 

dancing on stage, by the Mason Dance Group. 

 

During the afternoon, there are plenty of other activities. There’ll be a talk by a 

well-known young musician – tickets for that cost extra – and also a film 

showing what happened during last year’s music competition for young people. 

There’s no extra charge for that, so do go along if you’re interested. 

 

The afternoon activities begin at 2, and finish at around 5. These events are 



not suitable for younger members of the family, but children from 8 to 16 years 

old are welcome. If you’ve got younger brothers and sisters, they can always 

try the Starter music events on Saturday mornings. These are for children from 

4 upwards.   

  

  

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: Now listen again. 

  

 REPEAT 

  

 PAUSE 00'05" 

  

Rubric: That is the end of the test. Please stop writing now. Your supervisor will 

now collect all the question papers. 

 

 
 


